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VOLUME LIII – NUMBER  5 

What’s inside this issue:  

 Worship in May 
 Spiritual Nurture and Growth, Gera-

nium Order Form, Prep for Pride 
 April Consistory Highlights, Introduc-

tion to “Just Peace” 
 This Month at Heidelberg, Goodbye 

from Stephanie Oelrich 
 Team of Teams Strengths Workshop, 

Volunteer Needs, Pride Calendar 
 View from the Pew, Church Picnic 

Save the Date 
 May Birthdays & Anniversaries, 

Called to Care List, Dine with 9 Info, 
Tabs for Tots, Save the Date for 
HGMC  

 May Calendar 
 York Association Newsletter 

From the Pastor-Poet's Pen 

Y 
ou are invit-

ed! After in-

troducing the 

idea of being 

a "Just Peace" congregation in my 

message last month, several of you 

have expressed that you are interest-

ed to learn more. Therefore, I extend 

an invitation to 

prayer and ex-

plore with 

me. The Thirti-

eth General Syn-

od called on the 

congregations of 

the United 

Church of Christ 

to mark the Sun-

day preceding 

September 21 as “Just Peace Sun-

day”. Each year, "Just Peace" con-

gregations dedicate prayers or full 

Sunday services and coordinated ac-

tions to celebrate Just Peace work 

inside and outside the building walls, 

and renew their commitment. I have 

committed myself, and I ask you to 

join me in a summer of exploration. 

Consistory and I will be sharing with 

you opportunities for Bible Study, 

prayer, and learning about how we 

might grow, heal, and transform as a 

"Just Peace" congregation so that we 

can decide if we wish to officially 

enter the process with a "Just Peace 

Sunday" celebration. 

 

Our witness as a Just Peace Church 

invites us to pray and learn and act 

around a variety of issues in order to 

bring about God’s Shalom in the 

world. The World Council of 

Churches in 2011 issued a glob-

al Ecumenical Call to Just 

Peace that outlined the “way” of Just 

Peace. This document called on 

churches to build on the concepts of 

peace with the earth, peace in the 

marketplace, peace in the community, 

and peace among all people. Grounded 

in UCC polity and covenantal theology, 

Just Peace is a call for UCC churches to 

address systemic injustice using non-

violence, affirming with prophetic hope 

that “Peace is possible.”  

 

Every Sunday I 

spend laughing and 

loving and learning 

with the diverse 

and caring commu-

nity that is Heidel-

berg, I feel honored 

to be part of a com-

munity willing 

to name and boldly 

proclaim a public 

identity as a justice-doing, peace-

seeking church. I would also like to 

know how we might do more of that 

work together and how we might take it 

outside of our building and into the 

world with confidence and conviction. I 

am excited to learn more and be in-

spired. I hope those of you who feel 

called will join me. 

   Pastor Carla 

https://www.ucc.org/just-peace-sunday-2023/
https://www.ucc.org/just-peace-sunday-2023/
http://www.overcomingviolence.org/fileadmin/dov/files/iepc/resources/ECJustPeace_English.pdf
http://www.overcomingviolence.org/fileadmin/dov/files/iepc/resources/ECJustPeace_English.pdf
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Worship in May 
May 5, 2024 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Spiritual Nurture and Growth 9:30 AM 

Book Banning 

Cheryl Hughes, facilitator 

 

Worship with Holy  

Communion  

10:45 AM  

Followed by Choir 

Practice and  

Coffee Hour  

Fellowship 

Worship Leader:  

Rev. Carla Christopher 

Scripture:  

Acts 8:26-40  

Theme:  

Faith in Action 

 

May 12, 2024 

Seventh Sunday of Easter 

Spiritual Nurture and Growth 9:30 AM 

Global Warming 

TBD, facilitator 

Worship  

10:45 AM 

Followed by Choir Practice and  

Coffee Hour  

Fellowship 

Worship Leader: Gale Wenk DuPont 
 

Scripture:  

Deuteronomy 
11:18-21 and 
John 21:15-17  
 
Theme:  
Nurturing a 
Sense of  
Belonging  

 

May 19, 2024 

Pentecost Sunday  

Spiritual Nurture and Growth 9:30 AM 

Capital Punishment 

Denise Wright , Facilitator  

Worship 10:45 AM 

Followed by  

Choir Practice and  

Coffee Hour  

Fellowship 
 

Consistory  

Meeting, 12:30  
 

Worship Leader:   

Rev. Carla Christopher 

Scripture: 

Acts 2:1-21  

Theme: 
Pentecost  

 

 

   

 

May 26, 2024 

Trinity Sunday  

Spiritual Nurture and Growth 9:30 AM 

Plastic 

Joan Maruskin, facilitator 

 

Worship 10:45 AM 

Followed by Choir 

Practice and  

Coffee Hour  

Fellowship 

 

Worship Leader:  

David Hoth  

Scripture:  

Theme:  
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Spiritual Nurture and Growth Program (aka S.N.a.G.) 
  
All are welcome to attend and encouraged to get in-
volved in Heidelberg’s Spiritual Nurture and Growth 
Program (SNaG). Upcoming topics focus on Change, 
Love and Faith. The Sunday Sessions start at 9:30 A.M. 
and last about one hour. Come and join the discussion, 
explore topics from a Biblical perspective, relate to cur-
rent events and how we can make a difference. 
  
Contact Denise Wright with questions or to get more 
involved in the program (717-495-9649 
or denise229@comcast.net). 
   

 May 5   Cheryl Hughes  Book Banning 

 May 12  Unassigned   Global Warming 

 May 19  Denise Wright  Capital Punishment 

 May 26  Joan Maruskin  Plastic  
SNaG will take a break over the summer months but there will be Just Peace sessions on some Sundays—

More details to follow 

 Outline of SNaG Program 
1.     Recommend and Select Topics 
2.     Learn and Share Information 
3.     Select and Share Spiritual and Other Resources 
4.     Listen and Share Thoughts and Ideas 
5.     Clarify and Understand Terms 
6.     Explore Scripture and Other Information 
7.     Relate to Current Events 
8.     Follow-up 
9.     Make a Difference. Act. 
10.   Encourage Involvement. Invite guest speakers. 

Prep for Pride!  

J 
oin the Penn Central Con-

ference “Open and Affirm-

ing Coalition” - of which 

Heidelberg is a part!- for a 

special book study and author 

event in honor of Pride Month. Sundays, May 

5th to June 9th from 6:00 - 7:30 PM, we will 

gather on Zoom (https://

www.thebelongcollective.org/bookclub for 

link) to study the book 'Unclobber' by Colby 

Martin. Learn more about Colby and the 

"Unclobber movement" at unclobber.com. 

THEN on Monday, June 10th we have the 

chance to meet Colby IN PERSON! The “Open 

and Affirming Coalition” will be gathering at 

Colonial Park UCC (5000 Devonshire Rd, Har-

risburg, PA 17109) from 6:30 - 8:00 PM for 

refreshments and a speaker Q&A with book 

signing. Please set up your carpool buddies 

now and prepare to join us for a life giving and 

joyful book study of Biblical proportions and a 

unity event for the ages.  

Red Geranium Order Form 

For Pentecost May 19 

Order Deadline May 5 

  

Red Geranium  (4.5" pot )     $6 each 

        Quantity _________  

 

Total Due________________ 

 

Name____________________________________ 

 

Phone ___________________________________ 

 

Email____________________________________ 

 

mailto:denise229@comcast.net
https://www.thebelongcollective.org/bookclub
https://www.thebelongcollective.org/bookclub
http://unclobber.com/


 

 

April Consistory Highlights 

Y 
our Consistory met on Monday, April 22 at 

6:00 PM via Zoom. Highlights from that 

meeting include: 

 Consistory reviewed the church calen-
dar for May, June, and July in prepara-
tion for upcoming summer events.  

 Susan Newcomer was nominated as 
one of HUCC’s voting representatives 
to Cam’s Ecclesiastical Council on 
May 5th, a second representative is still 
needed. 

 Susan Newcomer was nominated as one of 
HUCC’s voting representatives to the Annual 
Penn Central Conference Annual Meeting in State 
College, PA from June 7-9. A second representa-
tive is still needed. 

 Personnel Committee reported that there were no 
new applications for the Associate Pastor posi-
tion. However, the York Association informally 
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indicated that there were still multiple people 
interested. 

 Alison, the Church Administrator, will be out 
on medical leave in early May. A dis-
cussion was had about how church 
leadership and church volunteers can 
assist with regular church operations. 
 Team of Teams is requesting vol-
unteers for all York Pride related 
events in June. Heidelberg UCC is in-
volved in multiple events throughout 
the month and volunteers are certainly 

needed. 
 A discussion was had regarding church securi-

ty. 
 

 Karl Jacobs or Kelly McCaffery will be in 

charge of opening/closing the building 

Sundays in May. 

F 
or over 30 years, the Just Peace Church 
pronouncement has inspired a grass-
roots movement of UCC congregations 

committed to corporately naming and boldly pro-
claiming a public identity as a justice-doing, peace-
seeking church. The Just Peace pronouncement af-
firmed the UCC as the first denomi-
nation to declare itself “Just Peace” 
and called on churches to go 
through an intentional discernment 
process to mirror that declaration. 
 
Becoming a Just Peace church is of 
spiritual value to a congregation’s 
Christian practice. To make a cove-
nant that will 
consider justice, peace and the sacredness of creation 
in all church’s decisions and life is a big commitment 
that the Gospel calls us to. The World Council of 
Churches (WCC) through its “Ecumenical Call to Just 
Peace” has called on churches to work within four fo-
cus areas: the Environment, Economics, Global, and 
Local. Together with the global church, we are called 
to build: Just Peace with the Earth, Just Peace in the 
Marketplace, Just Peace among the 
Nations, and Just Peace in the Community. These jus-

tice concerns intersect with one another and with other 
issues of racial justice, LGBT justice, gender justice, 
disability justice, power and human and civil rights. 
The decision to become a Just Peace Church means 
we are ready to go 
deeper in the work you have done and may also be an 

invitation to focus on a new area. It 
is not just recognition of work that 
has been done but the beginning of 
something new. 
 
We have been invited in recent 
months to pray and learn more 
about our community and our place 
in the issues facing our neighbor-

hood, from homelessness to grief to election seasons 
and Interfaith relations. Your elected Consistory and I 
learned more about the "Just Peace" framework and 
felt it would support us in this journey. We will spend 
June using many of the Just Peace tools to begin our 
community conversations and invite you to learn more 
at www.ucc.org/just-peace. If this feels helpful, Hei-
delberg will begin its journey to become York Coun-
ty's first Just Peace church, and unite in new ways 
with the community we are a part of. To God be the 
glory! 

An Introduction to "Just Peace" 

http://www.ucc.org/just-peace
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This Month 
 

    HeidelBean 

H eidel-Bean will be open on Friday, May 3, 6:00-9:00 PM.  

TAFE (Theatre Arts For Everyone) Variety Show is our First Friday  

entertainment on Give Local York - May First Friday.    

Also,  Dick Frey will play classical and popular organ music in the sanctu-

ary from 6:30-7:15 and 7:45-8:30 PM    

             

HeidelGallery  
 

C hristine O’Leary-Rockey is a philosopher , ar tist and poet, 

and a member of the King’s Courtyard Artist Collective in York, 

PA. She’s a founding member of the (almost) Uptown Poetry Cartel, and 

the author of three books, including two books of poetry, “A Human Auc-

tion” (Run Amok, 1993) and “The Three Faces of Brahman” (PostDada 

Press, 2003). Her third book, is due out this year through Blue Aeon Press. 

Christine uses her artwork and her poetry to explore such concepts as time, faith, and the 

human experience in relation to the divine.  

Christine’s work can be found at www.christineolearyrockey.com 

                                                        

                                  Heidel-Film 
 

T he film group will meet on Sunday, May 19 at 5:00 PM. 

The chosen movie will be advertised Thursday, May 16 in   

Heidel-Happenings. Stay tuned. Please bring a snack to share. 

I 
t has been an absolute joy spending these months with Heidelberg! I have loved 

getting to know all of you and participating in the life of your church. You have a 

beautiful haven of inclusivity and eagerly welcome everyone. I have gained a lot of 

confidence in myself and learned so much about running a church. My last Sunday with you 

all is April 28. On May 4 I am graduating from Lancaster Theological Seminary, then at the 

end of May my parents and I are moving to Springfield, Missouri to live near my brother and 

his family. I will hopefully be starting a chaplaincy residency program at a hospital. I am so 

excited for this next chapter, but I will miss all of you and will definitely take all that I have learned from you 

with me! On a side note, if you are looking for another opportunity to say goodbye, there will be a graduation 

party for myself and my friend, Equilla, held at Faith UCC on Saturday, May 4 at 6 pm. You are all welcome 

to attend and bring along a dish if you are able. Thank you again for this opportunity!   ~ Stephanie  

Goodbye from our Intern, Stephanie Oelrich 
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Upcoming Team of Teams Strengths Workshop 

J ust in time for spring, we are planning another CliftonStrengths-based 

workshop for all church leaders and volunteers! This new workshop will 

focus on how we can use our CliftonStrengths to “do the work” for AIDE 

(Access, Inclusion, Diversity, and Equity). We are inviting a Gallup-certified 

CliftonStrengths Coach and a professional AIDE-workshop facilitator to 

spend May 19th at 12:30 PM with us and help us learn more about ourselves, 

each other, and the work we do with the church and through the church. 

If you have not yet taken the CliftonStrengths assessment and would like to, 

please reach out to Karl Jacobs (krljcbs@gmail.com) for more information. If 

you already know your Top 5 Strengths from the CliftonStrengths assessment, 

then this is a great opportunity to explore them further! Please let the Church 

Administrator or a Consistory Member know if you’d like to participate. 

Heidel-Pride Calendar for May and June 

May 
 

Penn Central Conference “Open and Affirming”     
Coalition - of which Heidelberg is a part!- book study 
Sundays, May 5th to June 9th from 6:00 - 7:30 PM 
Register at www.thebelongcollective.org/bookclub to 
study the book 'Unclobber' by Colby Martin.  
 
 
St. Paul's UCC, Mechanicsburg is hosting the presen-
tation of “1946: The Mistranslation that Shifted Cul-
ture” on Tuesday, May 28  at 6:30 PM   More details 
in flyer that will be included in Heidel-Happenings 
 
 

June  
 

Saturday, June 8 at 7 PM 
Harrisburg Gay Men's Chorus presents "Won't You 
Be My Gaybor?" 
Heidelberg UCC Auditorium (Free) 
Hospitality greeters needed! Please let Pr. Carla know 
if you can join us! 
 

 
Monday, June 10th from 6:30 – 8 PM 
Colonial Park UCC (5000 Devonshire Rd, Harris-
burg, PA 17109, Free and refreshments provided 
Book Study "Meet the Writer" with Colby Martin,  
author of 'Unclobbber' 

 
Saturday, June 22 from 11AM – 5 PM 
York Pride 
York Fairgrounds (Free) 
Table "Heidel-Enthusiasts" needed! Please let Pr.   
Carla know if you can do a 2-hr shift! 
 
Sunday, June 23 from 8-10 AM 
Pride Pancake Community Breakfast benefitting the 
Rainbow Rose Center 
Heidelberg UCC Auditorium (Free, donations accept-
ed for the Rainbow Rose Center) 
Kitchen enthusiasts and hospitality greeters needed! 
Please let Sue Barnes know if you can help! 
 
Thursday, June 27 from 6:30 – 8 PM 
Pride at the Ballpark 
WellSpan Park (FREE Tickets for volunteers!) 
Table "Heidel-Enthusiasts" needed! Please let Pr.  
Carla know if you can do a 1-hr shift! 
 

mailto:krljcbs@gmail.com
http://www.thebelongcollective.org/bookclub
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View from the Pew with . . . .   

 Attends with - spouse, Jason Eck 

 Became a member on January 28, 

2024 (have been attending since 

October 15, 2023) 

 Profession: Temporarily “retired” 

since July 31, 2023 

 Civic or community involvement: 

serving humanity as a whole when-

ever I can 

1. Why did you Join Heidelberg? 

Jason and I were searching for a church that 

spoke to the both of us, to call “Home.” Heidel-

berg and the people just feel right. 

2. What is your favorite Bible story or Bible 

verse? 

      Colossian 3:14 - Above all, clothe yourselves 

with love, which binds everything together in 

perfect harmony. 

3. What is your favorite travel destination? 

      Anywhere by the water and Las Vegas 

4.  Favorite Hobby or Leisure Activity?  

Bowling, spending time with family and friends, 

reading, meditation with by singing bowl. 

5. Who or what has been your greatest inspira-

tion on your faith journey? 

    Everyone! People who either showed me what 

love is, or what love wasn’t. 

Talia Tarantino Jason Eck 
 Attends with - spouse, Talia Tar-

antino 

 Became a member on January 

28, 2024 2024 (have been attending 

since October 15, 2023) 

 Profession: Factory Worker at 

Gichner/Kratos Defense 

 Civic or community involve-

ment: We help with the community 

breakfast and food pantry 

1. Why did you Join Heidelberg? 

Because it feel right. I also like the inclusive-

ness. No matter who you are, or where you 

come from, everyone is welcome. People al-

ways greet us and smile at us like we are old 

friends. I really like that. 

2. What is your favorite Bible story or Bible 

verse? 

No concrete favorite, but I do like the creation 

story, the Exodus story, stories of angelic en-

counters, and a lot of the stuff in the Book of 

Proverbs. 

3. What is your favorite travel destination? 

Generally, any set of tropical islands is fantas-

tic. Las Vegas is also great. I’d love to go to 

space and literally “see the world.” I’d also love 

to visit ancient cities and sites around the 

world, from The Valley of the Kings to Puma 

Punku to Stonehenge, etc... 

4.  Favorite Hobby or Leisure Activity?  

I’m a HUGE fan of astronomy. I also enjoy 

reading about ancient civilizations, and playing 

and listening to heavy metal and progressive 

electronic music. 

5. Who or what has been your greatest inspira-

tion on your faith journey? 

    The Apostles. Hand picked by Jesus in spite of 

their flaws. They remind me that no matter how 

wrong I think I may have been, God will STILL 

have me and my shenanigans. 
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Grace Adkins  

Richard Burgess  

Barry Cluck  

Clem Neal 

Jean Prescott  

Kathy Rauhauser  

Phyllis Sipes 

Dolly Trout 

Called to 

Care List 

Dana Gaetjen is the 
organizer for May. 
 

If you are interested 
in participating, 
please reach out to 

any member of Consistory for 
more information.  

May Birthdays 
5-10  Val Dennis 

5-11  Deb Coho 

5-13 Rick Street 

5-15 Lois Senft 

5-17 Cheryl Hughes 

5-19 Jocelyn Ellis 

5-27 Marcia Smyser 

 Jeff Snyder 

5-30 Lily McLaughlin 

SAVE THE DATE!       

Harrisburg Gay Men’s Chorus  

Coming to Heidelberg  

June 8 at 7:00 PM 

May Anniversaries 

5-3 Gloria and Jeff Lehigh (21) 

5-4 Heidel-Bean (12) 

5-16 Bakhtavar and Michael Wykpisz (14) 

5-30 Monica and Kevin Warner (37) 

 (   ) = number of years married 

“Tabs for 

Tots” -  Pull 
tabs from soda 

cans are being 
collected to 
support Ronald 

McDonald 
House Charities. Donate your pull 
tabs by placing them in the canister 

marked “Tabs for Tots” on the kiosk 
in the auditorium. The pull tabs are 
exchanged for cash to support several 
programs at the medical center. The 

Women of Heidelberg “Thank You” 
for supporting this worth while cause. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
 
 
 
 
Girl Scouts,  
7-8:30 PM 

2  National Day of       

Prayer  
Worship  Develop-
ment via Zoom, 
6:00 PM 

All Are Welcome 

3 
 

 

 

Heidel-Bean,           

6-9 PM 

4 
Arpino Baptism, 

1:00 PM 

Geranium Flower 

Order Deadline is 

May 5 

5 
S.N.a.G., 9:30 AM 
 

Worship with   
Holy Communion, 
10:45 AM 

Coffee Hour, 12:00 

Pastoral Relations, 
12:00 PM 

Ecclesiastical 
Council,  3 PM 

6 
 

 
 
 
Getting Ahead,  
5:00 PM 

 

YSC, 6:30-9 PM 

7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4th Dimension,    
7:30 PM 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Girl Scouts,  
7-8:30 PM 

9 
Women of  
Heidelberg, 9 AM 

10 
York             

Association  

Newsletter  

Deadline  May 12 

11 

12Mother’s Day 
S.N.a.G., 9:30 AM 

Worship, 10:45 AM 

Coffee Hour, 12:00 

 

13 
 
Getting Ahead,  
5:00 PM 

YSC, 6:30-9 PM 

14 
 
 
 
4th Dimension,    
7:30 PM 

15 
 
 
 
Girl Scouts,  
7-8:30 PM 

16 
Communications 
via Zoom, 5:00 PM 

17 18 
Spiritual  
Community  
Sharing, 1-3 PM 

19 
S.N.a.G., 9:30 AM 

Worship, 10:45 AM 

Coffee Hour, 12:00 

TOT Strengths 
Workshop, 12:30 

Film Group, 5 PM 

20 
 
 
 
Getting Ahead,  
5:00 PM 

Consistory TBD 

21 
 
 
 
 
 
4th Dimension,    
7:30 PM 

22 
 
 
 
 
 
Girl Scouts,  
7-8:30 PM 

23 
Property Commit-
tee Meeting, 5:30  
 
 

Stewardship and 
Finance Committee 
Meeting, 6:30 PM 

24 25 
Community  
Breakfast and 
Food Pantry,  
8-9 AM 

26 
S.N.a.G., 9:30 AM 

Worship, 10:45 AM 

Coffee Hour, 12:00 

27 Memorial                             

                 Day 

 

 

Getting Ahead,  
5:00 PM 

28 
Movie showing in 
Mechanicsburg, 
6:30 PM 
 
 
 
4th Dimension,    
7:30 PM 

29 
 
 
 
 
 
Girl Scouts,  
7-8:30 PM 

30 31  

May 2024 
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Heidelberg United Church of Christ 

47 West Philadelphia Street, York, PA   

17401-5309  

Our Church is 
Accessible to 

All 

Rev. Carla Christopher, Pastor  
Email: revcarlachristopher@gmail.com 
Phone:  717-875-7723 

 

Alison Vedder, Office Administrator  
Email: HeidelbergUCC@aol.com    
Phone:  717-854-7125      
Church Office Hours:   
9 AM  - 12 PM   Monday & Thursday                                                          

 

Richard E. Frey, Director  of Music 
Email:  richardefrey@gmail.com  

 

Open Position, Sexton 
 

Karl Jacobs, Consistory President  
 

Gale Wenk du Pont,  
Pastoral Care Visiting Minister 
Cell phone:  717/574-0521 
Email: ergogale@comcast.net 

@ HeidelbergUCC York, PA 

Visit our Website:   http://heidelberguccyork.com 

2024 Financial Snapshot 

  Total Income Total Expenses 

January $       13,983.87 $      13,328.91 

February $        7,045.62 $      12,896.55 

March  $      10,383.33 $      10,770.92 

April Not approved by  t he committee yet 

May Please see Sue Bar nes with questions 

June   

July   

August   

September   

October   

November    

December    

YTD Total $     31,412.82 $       36,996.38 

Total Income Needed Each Month to Meet Budget: 

$18,038 

 
 

Carol Cottingham       carolcottingham@aol.com 

Open Position 

Karl Jacobs                        krljcbs@gmail.com 

Kelly McCaffery         kellycmccaffery@comcast.net  

Stephanie Martin          fyreniyce22262@gmail.com 

Dawn Squire       dizzymom5@hotmail.com 

Open Position 

Consistory Contact Information 

Income and Expense totals are from the Treasurer’s 
Report upon approval from the Stewardship & Finance 
Committee, Treasurer and Consistory.  

mailto:richardefrey@gmail.com
mailto:krljcbs@gmail.com
mailto:kellycmccaffery@comcast.net

