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VOLUME LIII – NUMBER  3 

What’s inside this issue:  

 Worship in March 

 SNaG, This Month at Heidelberg  

 February Consistory Highlights, Commu-
nity Breakfast 

  Chaplain’s Corner 

 Lenten Services for the York Association, 
One Great Hour of Sharing 

 Easter Flower Order Form 

 March Birthdays and Anniversaries, 
Called to Care List, Dine with 9 Info 

 March Calendar 

 York Association Newsletter 

From the Pastor-Poet's Pen 

A 
 blessed 

March and 

journey 

through 

the Lenten season into Easter my 

friends! It is during this month we 

lean heavily into the spiritual disci-

plines of praying, fasting, and 

almsgiving to prepare us to receive 

the news of the resurrection. We 

pray to strengthen our relationship 

with God and 

focus on the 

needs of oth-

ers by praying 

for them as 

well. We get 

honest with 

ourselves by 

admitting our 

fears and 

struggles, of-

fering them 

all up to God. 

Our time in 

prayer during Lent helps us re-

move barriers that keep us from 

God feeling real in our lives. We 

fast, or give things up, to remove 

distractions and replacements for 

God that we might depend on in-

stead of leaning on God to care for 

us. We give or time, talent, and 

treasure or take daily actions to 

deepen commitment and strength-

en spiritual discipline essential in 

an era of countless distractions and 

struggles. 

 

What keeps you from feeling God 

active and caring and loving in 

your life every day, even in your 

hardest moments? What is taking 

your attention or your resource and 

leaving minimal time for faith or 

spiritual growth? What is holding 

you back from being the person 

God is calling you to be in this phase of 

your life? These questions guide our 

meditation during March and lead us 

toward a celebration of Easter victory. 

We don't need to have all the answers. 

We just need to remember the source of 

the answers and train ourselves to turn 

to him. 

We are in a new season at Heidelberg 

and as the Christian church. We are fac-

ing new challenges as a country and a 

local communi-

ty. Jesus did not 

resurrect as the 

same form he 

was before. The 

new church was 

guided by the 

Holy Spirit into 

new places and 

forms of wor-

ship. So we will 

be. I am grateful 

to be fully pre-

sent in this dis-

cernment season so we can journey to-

gether into the new landscape of 2024.  

 

Ever forward! 

Pastor Carla 
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Worship in March 
March 3, 2024 

Third Sunday in Lent 

Spiritual Nurture and Growth 9:30 AM 

Racism In Our Lives 

Cheryl Hughes, facilitator 

Worship with Holy  

Communion 10:45 AM  

Followed by Choir Practice and  

Coffee Hour Fellowship 

Worship Leader: Rev. 
Carla Christopher 

Scripture: John 2:13-22, 
1 Corinthians:18-25 

Theme: Lent; Signs and 
Symbols (Coin, Cattle, 
and Cross) 

 

March 10, 2024 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 

One Great Hour of Sharing 

Daylight Saving Time Begins 

Spiritual Nurture and Growth 9:30 AM 

Stephanie Oelrich, facilitator 

Worship 10:45 AM 

Followed by Choir Practice and  

Coffee Hour Fellowship 

Girl Scout Sunday 

Worship Leader: Rev. 

Gale Wenk duPont 

Scripture: John 3: 14-21, 

Ephesians 2:1-10 

Theme: Lent; Signs and 
Symbols (Serpent, Light, 
Darkness, Spirit) 
 

 

 

March 17, 2024 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 

Spiritual Nurture and Growth 9:30 AM 

Jamie Gruber, Facilitator 

Worship 10:45 AM 

Followed by Choir Practice and  

Coffee Hour Fellowship 

Consistory Meeting, 12:30  
 

Worship Leader:  

Stephanie Oelrich 

Scripture: Jeremiah 

31:31-34 

Theme: Lent; Signs and 
Symbols (From the Least to the Greatest) 

 

March 24, 2024 

Sixth Sunday in Lent 

Palm / Passion Sunday 

Worship 10:45 AM 

Followed by Choir Practice and  

Coffee Hour Fellowship 

Worship 

Leader: Jamie Gruber 

Scripture: Psalm 118:1-2, 

19-29 and Mark 11:1-11 

Theme: Lent; Signs and 

Symbols (The Road Less Traveled ) 
 

 

March 31, 2024 

Easter 

Worship 10:45 AM 

Followed by Choir Practice and  

Coffee Hour Fellowship 

Worship Leader: Rev. Carla Christopher 

 

Scripture: 

John 20:1-

18, Mark 

16:1-8 

 

Theme: 

Easter! 

The Will o' the Wisp and the Snake 
by Hermann Hendrich (1854–1931)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hermann_Hendrich
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Spiritual Nurture and Growth Program (aka S.N.a.G.) 
  
All are welcome to attend and encouraged to get in-
volved in Heidelberg’s Spiritual Nurture and Growth 
Program (SNaG).  Upcoming topics focus on Change, 
Love and Faith. The Sunday Sessions start at 9:30 A.M. 
and last about one hour. Come and join the discussion, 
explore topics from a Biblical perspective, relate to cur-
rent events and how we can make a difference. 
  
Contact Denise Wright with questions or to get more 
involved in the program (717-495-9649 
or denise229@comcast.net). 
   

March 3            Cheryl Hughes                Racism In Our Lives  
March 10          Stephanie Oelrich            ? 
March 17          Jamie Gruber  ? 
March 24          Palm Sunday – No SNaG Session 
March 31          Easter – No SNaG Session 

This Month 
 

HeidelBean will resume in April 

                    HeidelGallery through March   

Amy Lehr - A York County, Pennsylvania artist with a BFA in Illustration from 
Moore College of Art & Design in Philadelphia, in addition to having been a part of the 
King’s Courtyard Collective, and York Art Association, I am a member of the Phila-
delphia Artist Collective, The (no name) Art Group, which raises money for local and 
worldwide charities. 
 

 Portraiture is my greatest passion. Though people often remark how “hard it is” 
to capture the features and the face, this is what I find most challenging and interesting. 

The face and the body are complex and soul-revealing. 
 The mediums I currently use are acrylic paint and graphite, or ink on both canvas and paper. I experi-

ment in  paper clay sculpture as well. Usually, I have many projects going in tandem. 
 

Heidel-Film 
 

T he film group will meet on March 17 at 5:00 PM. 

The chosen movie will be advertised Thursday, March 14 in Heidel-

Happenings. Stay tuned. 

Please bring a snack to share. 

 Outline of SNaG Program 
1.     Recommend and Select Topics 
2.     Learn and Share Information 
3.     Select and Share Spiritual and Other Resources 
4.     Listen and Share Thoughts and Ideas 
5.     Clarify and Understand Terms 
6.     Explore Scripture and Other Information 
7.     Relate to Current Events 
8.     Follow-up 
9.     Make a Difference. Act. 
10.   Encourage Involvement. Invite guest speakers. 

mailto:denise229@comcast.net


 

 

T 
he Community Breakfast is held the fourth 

Saturday of each month and we also have a 

food pantry at that time. Heidelberg has been 

involved with this ministry since 2011. We are feed-

ing approximately 50 folks each month.  
 

Many thanks to the congregation for replenishing our 

pantry in February and all those that volunteered on 

February 24. We had plenty of help, a wonderful team 

effort! 

Community Breakfast and Food Pantry 
Our needs for March will be: 

*  Pantry - Proteins - Chicken & Tuna 

Pouches, Vienna Sausages, Peanut 

Butter, Nuts 

*  Toiletries - Disposable razors, shaving cream, deo-

dorant, toothpaste, floss, toilet paper 

*   Breakfast - Sunny D 
 

Please place all donations in the "shopping cart" in 

the hallway outside the sanctuary or place on the table 

in the basement Pantry. Thank You! 

February Consistory Highlights 

Y 
our Consistory met on Sunday, February 18 at 

12:30 PM at Heidelberg. Highlights from that 

meeting include: 

Business from Committees: 

 Property - Kelly McCaffery - she reported that 1) 
The Keystone Opera group has contracted to use 
the church in July bringing in $1,800 in revenue; 2) 
The bathroom at the front of the church is the next 
project to make it truly handicapped accessible; 3) 
Sanctuary floor safety and code assessment is also 
on their agenda. 

 Finance - Kelly McCaffery - audits & in-
vestment analysis are also being worked on 

 Worship Development - Bob Wright - new 
liaison 

 Communications - Stephanie Martin - Discus-
sion around better use of Facebook and other media 
to push our message out. Alison needs help with 
writing articles–if folks could write their own arti-
cles that would help her. 

 Pastoral Relations - Carol Cottingham and 
members Pastor Carla, Joan Maruskin, Sue Joiner - 
will now be meeting the 2nd Sunday of the month 
in person following the worship service. 

 Hospitality - Dawn Squire - Ann Seelye will con-
tinue to coordinate volunteers. Hospitality includes 
Coffee Hour, Welcome Table, First Friday & 
Greeters. 

 Missions - Dana Gaetjen - this team will be in-
volved with cultural responsibility and further 
O&A community involvement, education and ad-
vancement  

 Personnel - Karl, Kelly, and Carol - part time 
associate pastor position meeting set 2/21 6:30 pm 
via Zoom; current Sexton/custodian has left - there 

Page 4 HEIDELBERG UCC 

is interest within the congregation; Pastor Car-
la would like to be involved with the inter-
viewing process when scheduling allows. 

 Team of Teams - Karl would like to have a 
trained spiritual gifts presenter session offered 
in April. 

 

Pastor's Report  
Pastor Carla voiced her concerns with regards to 
personnel; would like to be involved in the inter-
view process for staff.  Added that a possible posi-

tion could be technical/social media advisor to 
increase our online presence. Pastor Carla 
voiced her concern regarding more successful 
community involvement specifically in a cul-
turally responsible way. Consistory has 
planned a zoom meeting Wednesday, March 

13 at 6:30 pm to discuss and plan ways to improve 
the cultural responsibility aspect of our open and 
affirming mission.   
 

New Business  

Election of New Officers - Roles of Officers were 
reviewed in the Bylaws; nominations as follows 
with unanimous approvals 

Treasurer - Kelly McCaffery 
Secretary - Dana Gaetjen 
Vice President - Carol Cottingham 
President - Karl Jacobs 

 Kelly McCaffery and Dawn Squire will be 

in charge of opening/closing the building 

Sundays in March. 
 

Next Consistory meeting will be Sunday,           

March 17 at 12:30 PM. 

Note: Bob Wright has tendered his resignation 

effective February 26, 2024 
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Chaplain’s Corner 

W e are now in the season of Lent. What does it mean to you? Historically it is 

viewed as a time of preparation and reflection as we prepare for the resurrection 

of our Lord on Easter Sunday. This year I've adopted a new practice. Instead if giving up choc-

olate or social media or any of the other common things that we chose to, I'm taking the time to 

add something to my schedule. For me this has given me a needed boost when the world ap-

pears to be moving faster than ever and giving me more than ever before. This year I've chosen to dedicate an 

additional 10 minutes or so to a time of self care. Some days that means spending a few moments in scrip-

ture, others it means taking a brief walk, and sometimes it means spending a few moments talking with 

someone that has a vastly different viewpoint than myself. These practices all remind me that in the midst of 

the chaos of life, it is necessary to spend a few moments on myself. Over these next few weeks and maybe 

even after Easter, consider the practice of adding something to your schedule, even if for a few minutes, to 

give yourself time to reflect, grow, and give thanks for all that you have been given.  

God Bless, Chaplain Jamie  

Pastor Carla and Pastor Joslin Kearse attended the York Association Ecclesiastical Council on February 4 in support of Penn Central 

Conference's newest member approved for ordination, Rev. Dr. Kellie Turner (shown here with her wife, Dominique), who is current-

ly serving at our neighboring congregation of Trinity UCC on Market St. Thanks to voting delegate, Lisa Toomey, for the photograph!  
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One Great Hour of Sharing Offering set for March 10 

W 
ould you like to put your love for others 

into actions? Putting love into actions is a 

call to us to help our neighbors, near and 

far, as we have the ability. The Apostle 

Paul reminds us, just as he did the Corinthians so long 

ago, that the greatest expression of our connection to oth-

ers is the way we love them. Your generous gift to One 

Great Hour of Sharing – United Church of Christ enables 

our church and our worldwide partners to 

make a difference in the lives and communi-

ties around the world. Together, we are re-

sponding to disasters, supporting sustaina-

ble farming, education, and health initia-

tives, as well as pitching in to assist people 

fleeing violence from their home communi-

ties. We receive this offering with joy, be-

lieving that, with everything else going on 

in the world, that love remains.  

We at Heidelberg will be receiving this offer-

ing on March 10. 

For more information, please visit the One 

Great Hour of Sharing website at www.ucc.org/

oghs, Thank you for your consideration and sup-

port. 

http://www.ucc.org/oghs
http://www.ucc.org/oghs
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Time to Order Easter Flowers ! 

Hyacinths        $10                     

(3 blooms in a 6 inch pot)    ________ Pink   ________ Purple ________ White 

Daffodils         $10 

(spread across 6 inch pot)           _______ Yellow 

Tulips             $10 

(6 blooms in a 6 inch pot)           ________ Pink   ________ Yellow  ________ Red 

Lilies              $10 

(6 inch pot)            ________ White Easter 

       Total Due _______________________ 

 

Name ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone _____________________________Email______________________________________ 

 

Bulletin Announcement: 

 

Flowers given ____ in memory/ ____ in honor of  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

by ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Flowers given ____ in memory/ ____ in honor of  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

by ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________ I would be glad to donate my flowers to the Heidelberg Garden. 

Deadline for Orders:  March 10 
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Grace Adkins  

Richard Burgess  

Barry Cluck  

Clem Neal 

Jean Prescott  

Kathy Rauhauser  

Phyllis Sipes 

Dolly Trout 

Called to Care List 

Here Comes the Snow! 

I 
n the event of a weather emergency where it 

is unsafe to open the 

church, we will send an 

email as soon as possible 

announcing that worship will be 

hosted only online (we will 

make sure to give at least an 

hour or more notice). Pastor Carla and her cell 

phone can still bring the Gospel, from sanctuary or 

living room! Please contact the church office and 

make sure your email address is updated before 

Winter weather comes upon us in earnest and be 

sure to check it before heading out into severe ice, 

snow, or Winter Weather Advisory. 

Goal: Groups of 8 meeting for a 

monthly meal with Pastor Carla 

continue in February 2024 at 

either a restaurant, the church, or 

a parishioner’s home; these 

meals are simply for fellowship 

and getting to know each other 

better. Each month’s group is 

assigned an organizer who is 

tasked with coordinating a time, date, and location 

with Pastor Carla and the assigned group members. 

 

Ann Seelye is the organizer for March. 

If you are interested in participating, please reach out to 

any member of Consistory for more information.  

March Birthdays 
3-4       Melissa Shelly 

3-6     Heather Crist 

3-8     Michael Wykpisz 

3-13     Carol Cottingham 

     Elise Nichols 

3-14    Richard Burgess 

     Fernando Joynes 

3-15    Teri McCord 

3-16     Bethann Platts 

3-19     Robbie Russell 

3-27     Jeff Lehigh 

3-28     Monica Warner 

3-30     Heather Bowser 

 

 
 
March Anniversaries 
    3-1       Ann and Carl Seelye (55) 

       3-27     Lory and Dan Powers (42) 

(  ) = number of years married 

February 4, 2024  Dine with 9 Group 

We would like to thank everyone who donated 

soup on Souper Bowl of Caring Sunday on 

February 11. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 
Girl Scout Cookie 
Distribution, 1-6 

3 
S.N.a.G., 9:30 AM 

Worship with  Holy 

Communion, 10:45 AM 

Coffee Hour, 12:00 

 

4 
 

 

 

YSC, 6:30-9 PM 

5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4th Dimension,    
7:30 PM 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Girl Scouts,  
7-8:30 PM 

7 
York Association Lenten 
Gathering, 1 PM at Trinity UCC 
 
Worship  Development via 
Zoom, 6:00 PM 

All Are Welcome 
 
York Association Lenten 
Gathering, 6:45 PM at Faith UCC 

8 9 

10 Daylight Saving 

Time Begins 
S.N.a.G., 9:30 AM 

Worship, 10:45 AM  

One Great Hour of Sharing 

Girl Scout Sunday 

Coffee Hour, 12:00 

Pastoral Relations, 
12:00 PM 

11 
 

 

 

YSC, 6:30-9 PM 

12 
York            

Association 

Newsletter  

Deadline  

 

4th Dimension,    
7:30 PM 

13 
Consistory 
(Special Meet-
ing regarding 
Cultural Re-
sponsibility) 
via Zoom, 6:30 
PM 
 

Girl Scouts,  
7-8:30 PM 

14 
Women of Heidelberg, 9 AM 
 

York Association Lenten 
Gathering, 1 PM 
 
 

York Association Lenten 
Gathering, 6:45 PM at Faith UCC 

15 16 
Spiritual  
Community  
Sharing, 1-3 PM 

17 St. Patrick’s Day 

S.N.a.G., 9:30 AM 

Worship, 10:45 AM 

Coffee Hour, 12:00 

Consistory, 12:30 

Film Group, 5 PM 

 

18 
 

 

 

YSC, 6:30-9 PM 

19 
 
 
 
 
 
4th Dimension,    
7:30 PM 

20 
 
 
 
 
 
Girl Scouts,  
7-8:30 PM 

21 
York Association Lenten 
Gathering, 1 PM at St. John  UCC 
 

Communications via Zoom, 
5:00 PM 
 

Property Committee Meet-
ing, 5:30 PM 
 

Stewardship and Finance 
Committee Meeting, 6:30 
  

York Association Lenten 
Gathering, 6:45 PM at Faith UCC 

22 23 
Community  

Breakfast and 

Food Pantry, 8-9 
AM 

24    Palm Sunday 
S.N.a.G., 9:30 AM 

Worship, 10:45 AM 

Coffee Hour, 12:00 

25 
Newsletter  
Deadline 

 

YSC, 6:30-9 PM 

26 
York Association 

Lenten Gather-

ing, 1 PM TBD 
4th Dimension,    
7:30 PM 

27 
 
 
 
 
Girl Scouts,  
7-8:30 PM 

28        Maundy Thursday 29   Good                  

                 Friday 
30 

31        Easter 
Worship, 10:45 AM 

Coffee Hour, 12:00 

      

March 2024 
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Heidelberg United Church of Christ 

47 West Philadelphia Street, York, PA   

17401-5309  

Our Church is 
Accessible to 

All 

Rev. Carla Christopher, Pastor  
Email: revcarlachristopher@gmail.com 
Phone:  717-875-7723 

 

Alison Vedder, Office Administrator  
Email: HeidelbergUCC@aol.com    
Phone:  717-854-7125      
Church Office Hours:   
9 AM  - 12 PM   Monday & Thursday                                                          

 

Richard E. Frey, Director  of Music 
Email:  richardefrey@gmail.com  

 

Open Position, Sexton 
 

Karl Jacobs, Consistory President  
 

Gale Wenk du Pont,  
Pastoral Care Visiting Minister 
Cell phone:  717/574-0521 
Email: ergogale@comcast.net 

@ HeidelbergUCC York, PA 

Visit our Website:   http://heidelberguccyork.com 

2024 Financial Snapshot 

  Total Income Total Expenses 

Jan Not approved by  t he committee yet 

Feb Please see Sue Bar nes with questions 

Mar    

Apr   

May   

Jun   

Jul   

Aug   

Sep   

Oct   

Nov    

Dec    

YTD 
Total 

  

Total Income Needed Each Month to Meet Budget: 

$18,038 

 
 

Carol Cottingham       carolcottingham@aol.com 

Dana Gaetjen       danagaetjen04@gmail.com  

Karl Jacobs                        krljcbs@gmail.com 

Kelly McCaffery         kellycmccaffery@comcast.net  

Stephanie Martin          fyreniyce22262@gmail.com 

Dawn Squire       dizzymom5@hotmail.com 

Open Position 

Consistory Contact Information 

Income and Expense totals are from the Treasurer’s 
Report upon approval from the Stewardship & Finance 
Committee, Treasurer and Consistory.  

mailto:richardefrey@gmail.com
mailto:danagaetjen@gmail.com
mailto:krljcbs@gmail.com
mailto:kellycmccaffery@comcast.net

